
From Financial Struggles to Agricultural Triumph: Trywell Sikwese's Inspiring Journey

In the quiet village of Mphimbi, within Traditional Authority Fukamapiri in Nkhatabay district,
Trywell  Sikwese's  story  echoes  the  transformative  power  of  financial  literacy  and  strategic
planning. 

Married with three children, Trywell's initial attempts at village banking left him disillusioned,
but a visionary project by Opportunity International Malawi, funded by the Financial Access for
Rural Markets, Smallholders, and Enterprises Program (FARMSE), changed the course of his
life.

Trywell's financial  woes began to dissipate in 2021, after participating in the Inclusive Rural
Financial and Sustainable Livelihoods project. Despite his earlier struggles with village banking,
he received a substantial K900,000 as proceeds from his shares. 

The project aimed to empower 1 875 Community Based Financial Organizations (CBFOs) by
enhancing their social, environmental, technical, and financial capacities through connections to
formal financial institutions (FFIs).

"I couldn't believe it when I received K900,000. It was a turning point for me. The financial
literacy training and the support from Opportunity International Malawi gave me a new lease of
life," Trywell remarked.

With a keen eye for investment, Trywell allocated K350,000 to purchase a sofa set and another
K350,000 to expand his farm business, cultivating rice, maize, and beans. The real turning point
came in 2022 when Trywell's harvests soared, yielding K1,500,000 from rice alone.

Buoyed  by  success,  Trywell  reinvested  in  his  farming  endeavors,  allocating  K600,000  for
irrigation expansion. This strategic move resulted in a bountiful harvest, bringing in K1,700,000. 

His village bank shares netted him K1,200,000, bringing his total to an impressive K2, 900,000.

Undeterred by success, Trywell utilized his earnings wisely. He purchased a water pump for
K400,000, acquired two additional acres of land for K700,000, and fortified his investments with
building materials. An additional K400,000 found its way back into his village bank account.

In 2023, Trywell's agricultural ventures continued to thrive, generating a total income of K2,
210,000. Undoubtedly, his meticulous planning and dedication propelled him forward. One acre
of land was acquired, and more funds were injected into farming. Embarking on diversification,
Trywell opened a grocery store, envisaging a future where he owns a taxi.

Cosmas Mhango, the International Opportunity Project Officer, expressed satisfaction with the
project's  impact.  "It's  heartening  to  witness  such  success  stories.  The  project  has  not  only
instilled  financial  discipline  but  has  also  enabled  individuals  to  manage  their  businesses
effectively.  Through village banking, many have learned the importance of savings and have
diversified income streams for sustained prosperity."

Trywell Sikwese's journey from financial struggles to agricultural triumph serves as a testament
to the transformative power of strategic planning, financial literacy, and dedicated efforts. His
vision for the future stands as a beacon of inspiration, showcasing the potential for sustainable
development through inclusive financial practices.


